Right Hon. the Marquess of Salisbury9 K.G.
I know the difficulties too well seriously to b>arr»' our successors for their failure to produce a r.fVn scheme while they still had the power to civo tffct-i to it; but I cannot help reflecting how much str.»:i<vr in defence would have been the position of the II u-e of Lords at this moment; and how much JUMIV secure the country, had Lord Salisbury and hi> friends found it possible to co-operate with us in order that this modest instalment of immediately have been placed upon the Statute Book.
But heTiad other views ;  he preferred to move a series of resolutions of his own, which were no much more meritorious than ours, but which, ours,  had the small disadvantage that no one but an extreme section of the Conservative Party ever agree with them.    I have had occasion to re-read the debates which took place upon the subject..   More^ and more I have been driven to the conclusion   that  Lord  Curzon and  I the most favourable scheme—for   the   country,   to the House of Lords itself, and for the Conservative Party—that will ever be produced as the            of
agreement.     And,   failing   agreement,   this assembly may one day disappear completely in the crash of destruction.    Indeed, the soundness of this view was made plain when Mr. Bonar Law his Government and Lord Salisbury became a of the Cabinet.    We had been told by him and by Lord Selborne,  in season and out  of season, that -the  settlement  of this  Constitutional                ad-
mitted of no delay. Yet almost the first announce-ment of the Government was that it did not intend to deal with this subject for two years. I ventured
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